
RGA event invitation 02/02/2019 

Reading Governance Association (RGA) 

Annual Conference and AGM 

Saturday 2nd February 2019  
The Wren School, 61-63 Bath Road, Reading, RG30 2BB 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
KEY INFORMATION : 
 

“Young people continue to be judged on academic performance with little regard for their mental health.  
Literacy and numeracy are seen as the key markers of success.  Yet young people are facing unprecedented 
pressures in life, leading to anxiety, depression and eating disorders…. We want to put emotional wellbeing 
at the heart of the school curriculum… by giving health and wellbeing the same importance as literacy and 
numeracy, and creating mentally healthy schools where pupils and teachers can thrive.”   
Mark Rowland, Chief Executive, Mental Health Foundation 
 

 Arrival and refreshments 
Coffee, biscuits and welcome from RGA Chair, Richard Rolfe. 

09:15 

1. 1
.  

AGM 
Short meeting to approve finance, acknowledge Chair’s annual report and elect new 
RGA Officers for 2018/19 

09:40 

2. 2
. 

Introduction from Ashley Pearce, Lead Councillor for Education 
Ashley will bring us up to speed on the initiatives and priorities at RBC, including plans 
for recruiting a permanent Head of education and addressing the gap in High Needs 
Provision and the new structure of personnel at RBC/Brighter Futures 

10.00 

3. 2
. 

Deborah Hunter of Brighter Futures 
Deborah will update us on Brighter Futures’ plans for the recently awarded Trailblazer 
Funding giving an additional £400k a year for Reading’s schools and the Schools Link 
Mental Health Project. 

10.20 

4. 3
. 

Katrina Jenkins, Mental Health Foundation 
Katrina will take us through their two key initiatives for schools, ‘Make it Count’ and the 
‘Peer Education Project’, which embrace the challenges of mental health and place 
these at the heart of the curriculum.  Learn more at https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/  

10:40 

5. 4
. 

Greg Wilson, Rotary Club of Reading Matins 
Greg will explain the benefits that links between Rotary Clubs and schools can bring 
about, using examples from current and recent initiatives. 

11:40 

6. 4
.  

Lunch 
Grab a sandwich and a chance to network and explore opportunities   Close 13:00 

12:00 
 

 
If you wish to attend 
Please book your place through our chair, Richard Rolfe at chair@therga.org.uk. 
Attendance is free to all member schools.  
 

Please note that attendance at these events counts as Governor Training/Professional Development and 
should be added to your school’s training records 
 

We are always interested in hearing from you of topics that you would like to see covered at future events. Please 
send any suggestions to clerk@therga.org.uk with the subject field “Future Events” 
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