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Narrative

• The purpose of this report is to keep the Berkshire 
West Safeguarding Children Partnership and BFfC
senior leaders updated on how schools in the 
authority are managing their statutory 
responsibilities to safeguarding 

• (section 175 Education Act 2002, section 157 
Education Act 2002 and section 11 Children’s Act 
2004);



Sample Audit



Overview of Data Set

Type of Setting Total requested Total returned Total %

Nursery School 5 4 80%

Mainstream Primary 40 40 100%

Mainstream Secondary 10 10 100%

Special 4 4 100%

Pupil Referral Unit 1 1 100%

Independent 12 2 17%



Audit Details

• The link to the NSPCC ESAT audit tool was sent to 72 
education establishments on 14 October 2020 for return by 
18 December 2020 with an extension available to 15 January 
2021 due to Covid-19 commitments for school leaders and 
governors.  The audit is comprised of four areas:

• Standard one:  Child Protection

• Standard Two:  Promoting Welfare

• Standard Three: Working with others

• Standard Four: Staff and Governance



Standard 1: Child Protection
Themes:

o The majority of unmet criteria in this requirement 
was from primary schools 

o There was a more even distribution of settings 
failing to meet the requirements for 11, 17 & 18 

o Both early years and primary schools appear to 
need support to meet the requirements for 15 & 20 

o In line with last year’s audit; 11 was the highest 
unmet criteria. This is associated with primary 
schools not offering work experience to their 
children. However, the majority of primary schools 
meet this requirement. A hypothesis that requires 
further exploration, is that this is due to having 
young people on work experience in their schools.

Requirements

1.Child Protection Policy
2. Leadership and Management of Safeguarding
3. Safe Recruitment
4 . Single Central Record
5. Managing Allegations
6.Reporting Concerns
7. Record keeping
8. Complaints
9. On site safety
10. Off-site safety
11.Work experience
12. Anti-bullying
13. Sexual violence and harassment between children
14. Radicalisation and extremism
15. E-Safety
16. FGM
17. Fabricated/induced illness
18. Child trafficking
19. Families experiencing mental ill health/ substance 
abuse/domestic abuse
20. Practices linked to culture faith and belief
21. Forced Marriage
22. CSE



Standard 2: 
Promoting Welfare

Themes 

o The majority of unmet criteria in this 
requirement was from primary schools

o There was a more even distribution of 
settings struggling to meet the 
requirement for 9. This is consistent with 
the findings from last year’s audit

o Both early years and primary schools 
appear to struggle to meet the 
requirements for 7

o Both primary and secondary settings 
struggle to meet the requirement for 10.

Requirements

1. School Ethos

2. Pupil Induction

3. Pastoral Care

4. Sharing Concerns

5. Preventing Bullying

6. Safe Relationships

7. Managing Behaviour

8. Physical Intervention

9. Intimate Care

10. Safeguarding in the Curriculum



Standard 3: 
Working With Others

Themes

o There are very low concerns regarding 
this standard, no significant themes 

o Schools are sharing they are 
competent with this standard across 
the requirements 

o This is consistent with the findings of 
the 2019 Audit

Requirements

1. Local Procedures

2. Early Help

3. Working with Parents and Carers

4. Parental responsibility

5. Children Missing Education 



Standard 4:
Staff and Governance

Themes 

• The majority of unmet criteria for this 
requirement was from primary schools

• Nursery Schools appear to struggle with their 
whistleblowing procedures, this is an 
increase from last year’s audit.

Requirements

1. Staff Code of Conduct

2. Governance

3. Reporting Concerns

4. Whistleblowing

5. Training

6. nspecting Safeguarding



Final Comments on 2020 Audit

• A high majority of all settings met all requirements 
85% +

• A significant reduction in the amount of unmet 
criteria being reported compared to 2019 Audit 
<40%

• Full report with risks and action response is awaiting 
to be ratified by the Executive Committee before 
sharing


